ProLife Scriptures


What Scripture tells us about the unborn:


The Nature of the Unborn

"The babies [Jacob and Esau] jostled each other within her [Rebekah]." 


(Genesis 25:22)


"In the womb he [Jacob] grasped his brother's heel; as a man he struggled with God." 


(Hosea 12:3)


"Your hands shaped me and made me. Will you now turn and destroy me? Remember that you molded me like clay. Will you now turn me to dust again? Did you not pour me out like milk and curdle me like cheese, clothe me with skin and flesh and knit me together with bones and sinews? You gave me life and showed me kindness, and in your providence watched over my spirit." 


(Job 10:8-12) 


"Did not he who made me in the womb make them? Did not the same one form us both within our mothers?" 

(Job 31:15) 


"For you created my inmost being; you knit me together in my mother's womb. I praise you because I am fearfully and wonderfully made . . . My frame was not hidden from you when I was made in the secret place. When I was woven together in the depths of the earth, your eyes saw my unformed body. All the days ordained for me were written in your book before one of them came to be.“

 (Psalm 139:13-16) 


"Surely I was sinful at birth; sinful from the time my mother conceived me.“


(Psalm 51:5) 


"Before I formed you in the womb I knew you, before you were born I set you apart; I appointed you as a prophet to the nations." (Jeremiah 1:5) 


"His mother Mary was pledged to be married to Joseph, but before they came together, she was found to be with child through the Holy Spirit . . . an angel of the Lord appeared to him in a dream and said, "Joseph son of David, do not be afraid to take Mary home as your wife, because what is conceived in her is from the Holy Spirit." (Matthew 1:18-20) 


"But the angel said to her, 'Do not be afraid, Mary, you have found favour with God. You will be with child and give birth to a son, and you are to give him the name Jesus. . . . The angel answered, 'The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you. So the holy one to be born will be called the Son of God.'“

 (Luke 1:30-31, 35) 


"So God created man in his own image, in the image of God he created him; male and female he created them." 

(Genesis 1:27) 


"Know that the Lord Himself is God: it is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; we are His people and the sheep of His pasture." 


(Psalm 100:3, NASV) 


"For every living soul belongs to me, the father as well as the son." 

(Ezekiel 18:4) 


"Yet, O LORD, you are our Father. We are the clay, you are the potter; we are all the work of your hand." 

(Isaiah 64:8) 


"Do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit, who is in you, whom you have received from God? You are not your own; you were bought at a price. Therefore honour God with your body." 


(1 Corinthians 6:19-20) 

God has exclusive prerogatives over human life and death

"See now that I myself am He! There is no god besides me. I put to death and I bring to life, I have wounded and I will heal, and no one can deliver out of my hand." (Deuteronomy 32:39) 


"The LORD brings death and makes alive; he brings down to the grave and raises up." 


(1 Samuel 2:6) 


"You shall not commit murder." 

(Exodus 20:13)

"And for your lifeblood I will surely demand an accounting. I will demand an accounting from every animal. And from each man, too, I will demand an accounting for the life of his fellow man.“


(Genesis 9:5) 


"If men who are fighting hit a pregnant woman and she gives birth prematurely but there is no serious injury, the offender must be fined whatever the woman's husband demands and the court allows. But if there is serious injury, you are to take life for life, eye for eye, tooth for tooth, hand for hand, foot for foot, burn for burn, wound for wound, bruise for bruise." 


(Exodus 21:22-25) 


"Nothing in all creation is hidden from God's sight. Everything is uncovered and laid bare before the eyes of him to whom we must give account." 


(Hebrews 4:13) 

God's view of Children who are handicapped or conceived by rape 


"The LORD said to him, 'Who gave man his mouth? Who makes him deaf or mute? Who gives him sight or makes him blind? Is it not I, the LORD?'" 


(Exodus 4:11)

"Woe to him who quarrels with his Maker, to him who is but a potsherd among the potsherds on the ground. Does the clay say to the potter, 'What are you making?' Does your work say, 'He has no hands'? Woe to him who says to his father, 'What have you begotten?' or to his mother, 'What have you brought to birth?' "This is what the LORD says, the Holy One of Israel, and its Maker: . . . do you question me about my children, or give me orders about the work of my hands?" 


(Isaiah 45:9-11) 


"Neither this man [who was born blind] nor his parents sinned," said Jesus, "but this happened so that the work of God might be displayed in his life." 


(John 9:3) 


Jesus said, 'When you give a banquet, invite the poor, the crippled, the lame, the blind, and you will be blessed. Although they cannot repay you, you will be repaid at the resurrection of the righteous." 


(Luke 14:12-14) 


"Fathers shall not be put to death for their children, nor children put to death for their fathers; each is to die for his own sin." (Deuteronomy 24:16) 

How God Sees Children 


"See that you do not look down on one of these little ones. For I tell you that their angels in heaven always see the face of my Father in heaven." 


(Matthew 18:10) 


"But Jesus called the children to him and said, "Let the little children come to me, and do not hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such as these." 

(Luke 18:16) 


"Your Father in heaven is not willing that any of these little ones should be lost." 


(Matthew 18:14) 


"Sons are a heritage from the LORD, children a reward from him." 


(Psalms 127:3-4) 

The Shedding of Innocent Blood 


"Do not give any of your children to be sacrificed to Molech, for you must not profane the name of your God. I am the LORD." 


(Leviticus 18:21) 


"The LORD said . . . 'Any Israelite or any alien living in Israel who gives any of his children to Molech must be put to death. The people of the community are to stone him. . . . by giving his children to Molech, he has defiled my sanctuary and profaned my holy name. . . . If the people of the community close their eyes when that man gives one of his children to Molech . . . I will set my face against that man and his family and will cut off from their people both him and all who follow him . . ." (Leviticus 20:1-5) 


"Do this so that innocent blood will not be shed in your land, which the LORD your God is giving you as your inheritance, and so that you will not be guilty of bloodshed." 


(Deuteronomy 19:10) 

"The LORD sent Babylonian, Aramean, Moabite and Ammonite raiders against him. He sent them to destroy Judah, in accordance with the word of the LORD proclaimed by his servants the prophets. Surely these things happened to Judah according to the Lord's command, in order to remove them from his presence because of the sins of Manasseh and all he had done, including the shedding of innocent blood. For he filled Jerusalem with innocent blood, and the LORD was not willing to forgive." 

(2 Kings 24:2-4) 


"The LORD said, 'What have you done? Listen! Your brother's blood cries out to me from the ground.'" (Genesis 4:10) 


"For God will deliver the needy who cry out, the afflicted who have no one to help. He will take pity on the weak and the needy and save the needy from death. He will rescue them from oppression and violence, for precious is their blood in his sight." 


(Psalm 72:12-14) 


"There are six things the LORD hates, seven that are detestable to him: haughty eyes, a lying tongue, hands that shed innocent blood, a heart that devises wicked schemes, feet that are quick to rush into evil, a false witness who pours out lies and a man who stirs up dissension among brothers." 


(Proverbs 6:16-19) 


"Therefore as surely as I live, declares the Sovereign LORD, I will give you over to bloodshed and it will pursue you. Since you did not hate bloodshed, bloodshed will pursue you." 


(Ezekiel 35:6) 

God's Offer of Forgiveness 


"God does not treat us as our sins deserve or repay us according to our iniquities. For as high as the heavens are above the earth, so great is his love for those who fear him; as far as the east is from the west, so far has he removed our transgressions from us. As a father has compassion on his children, so the LORD has compassion on those who fear him; for he knows how we are formed, he remembers that we are dust." 


(Psalm 103:10-14) 


"Who is a God like you, who pardons sin and forgives the transgression of the remnant of his inheritance? You do not stay angry forever but delight to show mercy. You will again have compassion on us; you will tread our sins underfoot and hurl all our iniquities into the depths of the sea." 


(Micah 7:18-19) 


"He who conceals his sins does not prosper, but whoever confesses and renounces them finds mercy." (Proverbs 28:13)


"If we confess our sins, he is faithful and just and will forgive us our sins and purify us from all unrighteousness." 


(1 John 1:9) 


"God made him who had no sin to be sin for us, so that in him we might become the righteousness of God." 


(2 Corinthians 5:21)

"Therefore, there is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus." 


(Romans 8:1) 


"When I kept silent [about my sin], my bones wasted away through my groaning all day long. For day and night your hand was heavy upon me; my strength was sapped as in the heat of summer. . . . Then I acknowledged my sin to you and did not cover up my iniquity. I said, 'I will confess my transgressions to the LORD and you forgave the guilt of my sin." 


(Psalm 32:3-5) 


"If my people, who are called by my name, will humble themselves and pray and seek my face and turn from their wicked ways, then will I hear from heaven and will forgive their sin and will heal their land." (2 Chronicles 7:14) 

The Impact of Unconfessed Sin 


"Who may ascend the hill of the LORD? Who may stand in his holy place? He who has clean hands and a pure heart." (Psalm 24:3-4) 


"If I had cherished sin in my heart, the Lord would not have listened." 


(Psalm 66:18)

"If anyone turns a deaf ear to the law, even his prayers are detestable." 


(Proverbs 28:9)


"'When I called, they did not listen; so when they called, I would not listen,' says the LORD Almighty. 


(Zechariah 7:13) 

"Don't you know that a little yeast works through the whole batch of dough? Get rid of the old yeast that you may be a new batch without yeast--as you really are. For Christ, our Passover lamb, has been sacrificed." 


(1 Corinthians 5:6-7) 


"For it is time for judgment to begin with the family of God; and if it begins with us, what will the outcome be for those who do not obey the gospel of God?" (1 Peter 4:17) 

Bear Each Other's Burdens 


"Therefore confess your sins to each other and pray for each other so that you may be healed." 


(James 5:16)

"Carry each other's burdens, and in this way you will fulfill the law of Christ" (Galatians 6:2). 

"Above all, love each other deeply, because love covers over a multitude of sins" 


(1 Peter 4:8). 

"Be merciful , just as your Father is merciful. 


(James 2:13) 

"Blessed are the merciful, for they will be shown mercy." 


(Matthew 5:7) 


"Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God." 


(2 Corinthians 1:3-4) 

Defend the Weak and Helpless

"He defends the cause of the fatherless and the widow, and loves the alien, giving him food and clothing" (Deuteronomy 10:18).

"Defend the cause of the weak and fatherless; maintain the rights of the poor and oppressed. Rescue the weak and needy; deliver them from the hand of the wicked." 


(Psalm 82:3-4) 


"Rescue those being led away to death; hold back those staggering toward slaughter. If you say, 'But we knew nothing about this,' does not he who weighs the heart perceive it? Does not he who guards your life know it? Will he not repay each person according to what he has done?" 


(Proverbs 24:11-12) 


"Speak up for those who cannot speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and needy." 


(Proverbs 31:8-9) 

"Anyone, then, who knows the good he ought to do and doesn't do it, sins." (James 4:17) 


"House of David, this is what the LORD says: 'Administer justice every morning; rescue from the hand of his oppressor the one who has been robbed, or my wrath will break out and burn like fire because of the evil you have done-burn with no one to quench it.'" (Jeremiah 21:12) 


"Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come . . . take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and you came to visit me. . . . I tell you the truth, whatever you did for one of the least of these brothers of mine, you did for me.'

Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me . . . . For I was hungry and you gave me nothing to eat, I was thirsty and you gave me nothing to drink, I was a stranger and you did not invite me in, I needed clothes and you did not clothe me, I was sick and in prison and you did not look after me. . . . 'I tell you the truth, whatever you did not do for one of the least of these, you did not do for me.'" 


(Matthew 25:31-46) 

Choose Life


"This day I call heaven and earth as witnesses against you that I have set before you life and death, blessings and curses. Now choose life, so that you and your children may live." 


(Deuteronomy 30:19) 
Is being involved in the ProLife ministry a distraction 

from the Great Commission or part of It?
Some argue that human life issues, such as abortion and euthanasia, are not what the church of Jesus Christ is to be about. 

What should we be on about? "The great commission. Winning people to Christ. That's what we're supposed to be doing. That's the main thing, and everything else is a distraction." 

Let us to & read Matthew 28:18-20.

In the late eighteenth century, there lived an Englishman I'll call Will. Will was an outspoken opponent of slavery. He went so far as to boycott sugar from the West Indies because it was the product of slavery. While still in England he began to preach as a Dissenter. 

British law prohibited anyone attending a meeting of Dissenters, so Will committed civil disobedience every time he preached, and his parents and everyone who came to hear him preach did the same. (He failed in his first attempt to become ordained, because the ordination committee said that his preaching was simply too boring.)

Then Will felt God wanted him to go to India, where he entered as an illegal alien. He was shocked to discover that many of the Hindus took their infant children and exposed them to die as a holy act. The British government in India looked the other way because it didn't want to interfere with the culture or religion. 

But Will felt compelled to interfere because children were dying. He spoke out forcefully to prod both the British government and Indian society to spare the lives of innocent children and change the laws that permitted child-killing. As a result, eventually infanticide was abolished. Countless tens of thousands of children were saved by the activism of this one man.

The Hindus also practiced a form of euthanasia, in which they took the weak and sick and lepers and left them to die. Will and the missionaries who were his associates wrote and spoke against this practice also, finally resulting in pro-life laws implemented by the government. But while exposure was still legal, the missionaries carried home people left exposed to die and nursed them back to health. Will provided medicine for such outcasts, and also actively opposed the various forms of slavery practiced in India.

Then one day Will witnessed something horrible-it was the practice called sati, where widows were burned alive on the funeral pyre of their deceased husband. After seeing one such death, he stood up in front of a group assembled to burn a woman alive. He told them the practice was wrong and they must not kill this woman. Seeing no other way to save her life, Will even lied and said the governor-general had threatened to hang the first man who lit the funeral pyre! 

He then led a group of missionaries in protesting widow burning. He also set up public debates on the subject to expose what was really happening, and to bring God's perspective to light. Missionary magazines in India published Will's arguments against widow burning. As a result, in his lifetime the age-old practice of widow-burning was abolished.

A brilliant linguist and Bible translator, Will was also the British government's official translator into the Bengali language. He received the official decree forbidding widow burning on Sunday morning December 6, 1829. Will was scheduled to preach the gospel in church that morning. But he didn't show up. He called on someone else to preach instead. He dedicated the whole day to making the translation instead of going to church or preaching. Why? Because he knew that lives hung in the balance every minute he delayed. 

Some criticized Will for his moral and political actions. You know what they said? They said, "That's not what you're here for. Focus on the main thing. Just preach the gospel and pray. Stay away from politics and moral issues. Be concerned about spiritual lives, not physical lives." 

Who was this radical? Who was this man involved in protests, boycotts, civil disobedience, attempts to change the laws, opening his home to the vulnerable and neglected, saving their lives from those who would have them killed? Who was this social activist so concerned about morality and laws and saving human lives? 

I'm glad you asked! His name was William Carey. If you've ever taken a class in church history or the history of missions, you know that today William Carey is called "the Father of Modern Missions." 

When we think of the Great Commission and the modern missions movement, no other name is as prominent as that of William Carey. He went to India to win people to Christ and disciple them, and that's what he did. In the process he sought to obey other parts of God's Word too, by personally intervening to save lives and labouring to change public opinion and evil laws. William Carey provides us a model for one of the great issues of our time-understanding the proper relationship of morality, politics, life issues and the great commission. 

Some Christians make the mistake of thinking social activism or politics are the answer to everything. They certainly are not. But many segments of the modern evangelical church have lost their activist heritage. 

Christian churches were once the conscience of the nation. When a nation like ours is in such moral decline it is because Christians have withdrawn from that God-given role and just blended in with the immorality of society. 

Once, at a United States March for Jesus, organizers said no one could wear T-shirts taking a position on issues, because "we want to be united and non-controversial." Christians who were standing outside an abortion clinic intervening for children were asked to leave because the March for Jesus happened to be going right in front of an abortion clinic. 

Now, I understand the March for Jesus is meant to be focused only on the Lord. But the implication was, somehow standing up for Jesus was incompatible with standing up for children about the die. Could you see a march for Jesus in front of Auswitz where no one was allowed to remind anyone that innocent people were being killed there? And if you think that's an unfair comparison, it's because you think born people are more valuable to their Creator than unborn people. 

We say "let's be Christlike," as if being Christlike meant we can never confront with the truth, never say or do anything unpopular. Well, by those standards, Jesus wasn't Christlike-remember how he confronted people with their sin, called them hypocrites, overturned their money tables and chased them out of the temple? Sometimes I think the Jesus we believe in is not the powerful and controversial Jesus of the New Testament, but the Jesus of our imaginations, who is more like Barney the Dinosaur or perhaps the Wiggles than the real Jesus. 

At its heart, abortion is not a political issue. If a drunk driver was headed down the street at 80 km/h and a child was standing in its way, what would you do? 

Hopefully anything to get the child out of the way. Why? To protest drunk driving? To make a political statement? To impose your morality on someone else? 

Of course not. Simply to save an innocent life. 

That's what pro-life work is about. It's not politics-it's just an attempt to follow Christ by loving our neighbour, and intervening for the least of his brethren. 

If I stepped out to save the life of this child about to be run over, would the Courier Mail the next day call me an anti-drunk driving activist? No, just a caring person trying to save a life. Satan is a master at burying spiritual issues under the label of "politics." 

To suggest that this life issue somehow isn't relevant to the church is ludicrous. As Christians we are exactly the ones who should care most about this issue, and should be on the forefront. 

Turn to Luke 10:25. 
(What must I do? "Love the Lord your God; love your neighbour as yourself. Love is something you do. In Matthew 22 Jesus calls this the first and greatest commandment, and the second like it. The Great Commission is not called the greatest commandment. Loving God and neighbour is.) 

To a man who wished to define "neighbour" in a way that excluded certain groups of needy people, Christ presented the Good Samaritan as a model of our behaviour-"go and do likewise." He went out of his way to give physical help to the man lying in the ditch. In contrast, the religious hypocrites looked the other way because they had more important "spiritual" things to do. (Are we the Bible-believing conservatives, the priests and Levites of our day?) 
Some Pastors might say, "Abortion is just a symptom. As pastors, we have to deal with the cures."
Couldn't you just see the priest and Levite explaining that people getting beaten up and lying in ditches was just a symptom of spiritual problems, so that's why they left him to die? Women getting raped and children getting molested and people starving because of senseless wars are all symptoms of something deeper too, but it doesn't mean we don't help them! 

If you were the man whose life was saved, and you heard someone talk about God, who would you listen to? The spiritual sounding theologically-correct priest and Levites who ignored you, or the Samaritan who helped you?

Question: was it a distraction from the main thing to help save the life of the man lying in the ditch? Or was it part of the main thing? To the priest and Levite it was a distraction-they had sermons to preach, tithes to collect, synagogues to build. But Christ condemned them for failing to help the weak and vulnerable and needy, and he commended the Samaritan for getting down in the ditch where the problem was and giving a dying man his help. 

Turn to Matthew 25:31-​46, the sheep and goats. Christ makes a distinction of eternal significance based not merely on what people believe and preach, but on what they have actually done for the weak and needy. 

Can anyone read this passage and still believe that intervening for the needy is some peripheral issue that distracts the church from its main business? That it is some fringe or secondary concern? On the contrary, it is part and parcel of what the church is to be and do. It is at the heart of our main business. 

Jesus said, "Inasmuch as you've done it to the least of these my brothers . . . so to me. Whatever we do or don't do for the needy, Jesus takes it personally.
Nothing opens up doors for evangelism like need-meeting ministries. After the church service at Gateway Baptist recently. I was introduced to Steve who was talking about a radio program on adoption which led to my mentioning my pro-life involvement at which he said the last thing we need is those ‘nutcases’ outside abortion clinics! This attitude amongst Christians grieves my spirit!

The truth is, pro-life efforts open great doors to evangelism. Students who do a speech on abortion have follow-​up conversations that can lead to sharing the gospel. Someone writes a letter to editor and neighbour sees it. Those who work at Crisis Pregnancy Centres have built-in opportunities to share Christ they would otherwise not have. Those who pass out literature at abortion clinics regularly share the love of Christ. 

People who open their homes to pregnant women can demonstrate a love that is more than words, then follow with the words of the gospel. Whenever we mix it up with people and meet needs, there's a great opportunity for evangelism. 

A Crisis Pregnancy Centre in Baton Rogue, USA that has existed ten years kept careful records. They've shared the gospel with something like 7,000 women and over 1800 have come to faith in Christ. 

So, on the question of how standing up for life relates to the Great Commission, there are three relevant points.

First, the Great Commission isn't the only command, and it isn't even called the greatest one. We call it the "great commission"-Jesus said "Love God" and "Love your neighbour" were the greatest commandments. The great commission is a central command, but Jesus labelled another command the greatest, and the great commission is really just an extension of the command to love God and our neighbours. 

Second, even if all there was to the Great Commission was evangelism, standing up for those whose lives are endangered would qualify because so often it results in evangelism.

But here's the third point. The truth is, the great commission is much more than evangelism. 
We've edited the Great Commission and restricted it to evangelism and a very narrow definition of discipleship. In his Great Commission Jesus didn't only tell us to evangelise. He told us to be "teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you" (Matthew 28:20). 

He didn't just say teaching them to believe everything I have commanded you. He said teaching them to obey everything I have commanded you. We teach not only by word but by example. 

Jesus commanded us in Luke 10 and Matthew 25 and other passages to exercise compassionate and to take sacrificial action for the weak and needy. So that's part of the everything I have commanded you." So, if in the church we fail to intervene for the suffering and needy, and to teach others to do so, then we fail to fulfil the Great Commission. We show the world and the church that our words about the gospel are only that-words. 

How do moral issues affect the spiritual life of the church? Polls indicate that one out of five women getting an abortion identifies herself as a "born again Christian." This means that the church is killing its own children, at the rate of a quarter of a million per year. Our pews are filled with single girls and boys, young couples, grandparents, "sympathetic friends" and even pastors who, through their counsel or lack of counsel, have innocent blood on their hands. 

How does that relate to revival? Scripture says God hates hands that shed innocent blood (Prov. 6:17). It says the only one that can ascend the hill of the Lord and stand in His holy place is "He who has clean hands and a pure heart." (Psalm 24:3-4). It says "If anyone turns a deaf ear to the law, even his prayers are detestable." (Prov. 28:9). 

In Zechariah 7:13 God says, "When I called, they did not listen; so when they called, I would not listen." If we are killing children and refusing to deal with it-and many churches across Australia are-then God says, "cancel your prayer meeting-I'm not listening."

Revival isn't a slow slide into communion with God. It begins with confessing our sins, repenting of them, and falling on our knees to forsake them. If in all our prayers for oneness and unity and blessing we bypass our moral responsibility for the killing of children and the legitimisation of the killing of the elderly, revival won't come. It can't.
Jesus called Satan a murderer and liar from the beginning. He murders and he lies to cover his murders. The forces behind child-killing are demonic-from the time that babies were offered to the demon Molech. Abortion is Satan's attempt to kill God in effigy by destroying the little ones created in His image. 

We are not dealing here with "one more social issue," but a unique and focused evil in which Satan has deeply vested interests. We are dealing with a force of darkness that will bitterly resist every effort to combat it, and which requires earnest and sustained prayer, and alertness to the spiritual battle. 

Martin Luther addressed the pastor's role in facing the greatest evil of his day:

If I profess with the loudest voice and clearest exposition every portion of the truth of God except precisely that point which the world and the devil are at that moment attacking, I am not confessing Christ. Where the battle rages, there the loyalty of the soldier is proven, and to be steady on all the battle fronts besides is mere flight and disgrace if he flinches at that point. 

Truth is it is hard and often costly to get involved in lives. Perhaps the Australian church's highest value today is the avoidance of pain. We want to be accepted. We want to be popular. We don't want to be controversial. We don't want anyone to bother us. Above all, we don't want to suffer. We need to remind ourselves of the Audience of One. (On the day of judgement, only his assessment of our lives will matter.)

Let me close with this. We started with William Carey. Let me mention some others of the most evangelistically oriented Christians in history:
John Wesley actively opposed slavery, and encouraged mine workers to unite in order to resist the inhuman treatment by their employers. 

Evangelist Charles Finney had a major role in the illegal Underground Railroad, saving the lives of many blacks, while under criticism from fellow Christians because of his civil disobedience. His college, Oberlin college, became a major stop on the underground railroad. 

D. L. Moody opened homes for underprivileged girls, rescuing them from hopelessness and exploitation. 

Charles Spurgeon built seventeen homes to help care for elderly women, and a large school for hundreds of children. Spurgeon and his church built homes for orphans in London, rescuing them from starvation and vice on the streets. 

Amy Carmichael intervened for the sexually exploited girls of India, rescuing them from temple prostitution. She built them homes, a school and a hospital. 

We remember each of these Christians for their evangelism, but forget their commitment to personal and social intervention for the weak, needy and exploited. Perhaps the effectiveness of their evangelism was due to the fact that, unlike many other Christians of their day-and this day-they lived out the gospel that they preached. There is no conflict between the gospel and social concern and action. In fact, there is a direct connection between them. The Great Commission is not our only mission, but to Love God and to Love our neighbour is. 

But properly understood, standing up for the weak and needy and vulnerable and speaking up for those who cannot speak for themselves is not a distraction from the Great Commission, it is not a distraction from the main thing, it is an essential part of the main thing. 

CLOSE

Note: This sermon is mostly a compilation of some writings by Randy Alcorn. His books ‘Why ProLife?’ and ‘ProLife Answers to ProChoice Questions’ are among the best books on this issue available.
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